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We can define what our lives are about by what we worship.  

 

As we ponder the first 2 commandments which deal with the topic of 

worship, I want to remind you that worship, like everything else in Deut, is a 

heart issue. Last week we discovered that obedience to these commands is 

always a heart issue. Jesus Himself verified this when He summarized all of 

the law in and prophets by saying: “You shall love the LORD your God with 

all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.” (Matt 22:37 

 

But I also want you to see this essential theme of love right here in Deut 

5:10. God says He will show lovingkindness to thousands of those who love 

Him and keep His commandments. Here again we see the inseparable link 

between love and obedience. You cannot talk about obedience to God’s 

commands without talking about loving God.  

 

Focus: Because God has exclusive rights to our worship, we must give Him 

exclusive rights to our hearts.  

 

And so we are going to think about these first two commandments as 

indicators of worshiping God with an undivided heart of love:  

 

1. When you love God with all your heart, you will have no other 

gods before Him because you will treasure Him supremely (vs. 6-

7). 

 

In other words, the mark of whole-hearted love for God is the 

evidence of God’s supremacy in your life. [vs. 6-7] 

 

Let’s talk about what it means to have “no other gods before Him.” 

 

What it doesn’t mean is that God wants to be ranked first, ahead of 

any other possible gods. It literally means, there shall be no other 

gods “before my face”
1
 or in my presence. It means that He shall 

have an exclusive place as God alone in our lives.  

 

To have no other gods before Him means that God’s supremacy fills 

a void in our lives that leaves no God-shaped room for rivals.  

 

To have no other gods before Him means that our hearts love Him so 

supremely that our desire to please Him and fulfill His purposes 

permeates and overshadows everything in our lives.  

 

To NT believers God has been most clearly revealed in the person of 

Christ. God’s passion and purposes have been most clearly 

articulated in the gospel. And so for us, honoring the supremacy of 

God in the first commandment means that the purpose of our lives 

cannot be separated from Jesus’ singular mission of the gospel.  

 

2. When you love God with all your heart, you will rid your life of 

all idolatry because you will treasure Him supremely (vs. 8-10). 

 

In other words, one of the marks of whole-hearted love for God is a 

zero-tolerance for idolatry—everything in your life will be subjected 

to Christ. You will know that you love God with all of your heart 

when nothing will be an exception to the lordship of Jesus Christ.  

 

The first commandment emphasizes who we are to worship—God alone.  

The second commandment addresses how we are to worship—not with 

graven images. [vs. 8] Verse 8 is not a prohibition against art. We know that 

because the context of vs. 8a and 9a clearly have in mind images used for 

worship. Furthermore, God ordained the use of sculpture in the temple, like 

pomegranates, seraphim. Art is one of the ways we reflect the image of God, the 

Creator. The 2
nd

 commmandment is a prohibition against reducing our 

concept of God to creaturely, lifeless things. 

 

The first commandment already restricted worship of idols—“you shall have 

no other gods before Me.” The 2
nd

 commandment goes a step further to 
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prohibit us from depicting the living God in creaturely ways. Chapter 4:15-

19 clarified that graven images are restricted in worship because God is 

formless. Images of created things by their very nature are misleading 

because they are lifeless and God is formless.  

 

God not a mere creature—He is God, infinite and transcendent. He is not 

limited by form or body. His glory surpasses all created things! We shall not 

attempt to reduce God to a familiar image.  

 

Worshiping anything less than the true living God is idolatry and “idolatry is 

the fundamental human sin.”
2
 

 

Think for a moment. What was the very first idol in the Bible—the 

very first thing to take the place of God in man’s life. It was us. Self 

was the very first illegitimate substitute for God. In Gen 3:5 the 

serpent said to Eve, “when you eat it ‘you will be like God’”—and 

she believed it. 

 

Idolatry is any substitute we turn to in place of God—including oursleves. 

Idolatry is anything that we believe or trust instead of God. 

Idolatry is anything that we make the central object of our joy in place of 

God.  

 

Even a distorted or insufficient view of God can be idolatry because what we 

worship is not truly Him. A.W. Tozer prayed, “They that know Thee not 

may call upon Thee as other than Thou art, and so worship not Thee but a 

creature of their own fancy; therefore enlighten our minds that we may 

know Thee as Thou art, so that we may perfectly love Thee and worthily 

praise Thee.” 
3
 If you get God wrong, everything else will be distorted.  

 

If you boil idolatry down to its very base root what you will discover is that 

idolatry is ultimately self-worship. Now we don’t typically think of idolatry 

this way. We have the image of bowing downing to some other object.  
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Hab 2:18—“What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, Or an 

image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own handiwork 

When he fashions speechless idols.”  

 

� “It’s maker trusts in his own handiwork.” In other words, he is 

trusting in and ultimately worshiping the work of his own hands. The 

object of his worship is his own ability, his own way of thinking. 

This is basic humanism. Its trusting in who I am and what I think 

and what I can do over against what the living God says. In other 

words, self-reliance or pride is idolatry at its finest.  

 

� But what if you don’t make the idol yourself? What if you worship 

the artistry of someone else’s hands or some kind of pursuit, like 

power or status? Is that still self-worship? Yes it is, because your 

choice to worship that thing is based on your own self-

determination. You are deciding what you will worship on the basis 

of your own desires, acting as your own sovereign/god. But when 

you worship the living God you choose to worship Him on the basis 

of His own excellency as infinitely worthy—and God Himself has 

given you that true sense of who He is as a gift of grace. 

 

In other words, we worship the living God because He is God; we 

worship other things, because we want to be god. Worship of anything 

less than God has self at the center (we want to be in control).  

 

The most important thing you need to know about idolatry is that it will 

always provoke God’s wrath. There are no exceptions apart from genuine 

repentance.  

 

[vs. 7-9] 

 

Notice the ripple effect of idolatry in vs. 9: God will visit “the iniquities of 

the father’s on the children, and on the 3
rd

 and 4
th
 generations of those who 

hate Me.” This does not mean that the children and grandchildren will be 

punished for someone else’s sin (Ezek 18:20). They will be punished for 

their own sin but they will have been strongly influenced by the godless 

idolatry of their fathers. This is because worship is a personal matter but 

never a private matter. Therefore idolatry (false worship) is never a private 

matter either.  

 



God was speaking these words in a day when multiple generations of 

families lived under the same roof together. The persistent years of idolatry 

by one man would infest the future generations in their most formidable 

years.  

 

The sad IRONY of all this is that the exact opposite was supposed to be 

taking place in those homes.  

 

� They were to be teaching their children the fear of God which meant 

detesting idolatry out of ultimate  love for God [4:10; 4:23-25; 6:1-

2, 4-7] 

 

� If you are not using your home to intentionally disciple your 

children, teaching them how to live in obedience to God’s Word in 

the fear of God and out love for God, then you are setting them up 

for a life of idolatry. Because they will worship something, and the 

pull of their sin nature is to exalt self and lesser things above God.  

 

Idolatry is never private and it will always provoke God’s wrath.  

 

Now, notice the contrast of God’s response to those who worship Him out 

single-hearted love and obedience: [vs. 10] Ultimately what God blesses and 

the way in which you guard your heart against idolatry is one and the same: 

true obedience that is born out of singular, whole-hearted love for God!  

 

I would suggest to you that worship is obedience from an undivided heart of 

love. Worship is more than just singing; its ascribing the worth of God’s 

supremacy in all that we do (Rom 12:1).  

 

Key Questions:  

 

A. What do the first and second commandments reveal about God?  

 

He is the only, supreme God. He is holy and transcendent (in a 

category all His own) and therefore He must be treated as holy and 

singular in our lives.   

 

This is why vs. 9 says, “I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God.” He 

is a God of covenant faithfulness. He has holy jealousy that will not 

allow His love to be adulterated.  

 

He has the exclusive right to be honored as God  and therefore 

deserves the exclusive devotion and adoration of our hearts.  

 
God’s glory surpasses that of any other created thing and He will not share His glory with any 

counterfeit gods. 

  

B. What do the first and second commandments reveal about the heart? 

 

We will struggle to love God with all of our heart because we will 

struggle to let God be God in our lives.
4
 We will have a tendency to 

reduce God to our image. This is why people struggle with major 

doctrines in the Bible like God’s right to exercise absolute freedom in His 

dealings with men. We want to subject God to our sense of justice or the 

way we think things should be done because we have a basic flaw when it 

comes to honoring God as God.  

 

The heart is prone to wander (Hymn: “Prone to wander, Lord I feel 

it, prone to leave the God I love. Here’s my heart to take and seal it, 

seal it for Thy courts above.”) We will be prone to worship what we 

can see rather than God who we cannot see. Like Eve, we believe 

that tangible things will give us something better than what God 

offers. In other words, are hearts are prone to look for joy and 

satisfaction in something other than God.  

 

In Jer 2:13 the Lord said, My people have committed two evils: They 

have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for 

themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, That can hold no water.” 

 
In essence, God is saying in these first 2 commands, “You shall be holy for I am holy.” “You 

shall be holy, without sin, by regarding Me as holy—by setting Me apart in your life as God 

alone.” This will require a transformed heart. 
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C. How do these commandments point us to our need for the gospel of 

Jesus Christ? (Gal 3:24) 

 

The primary function of the heart that Christ came to restore in you 

is the function of worship. When a person repents and believes—that 

is, when a person turns from his sin to new life in Christ we often 

call that change that happens, conversion. What’s being converted? 

What’s changing is the basic orientation of your heart to love and 

worship God rather than lesser things. The basic change is toward 

loving God with all your heart and letting everything else in your 

life be defined by that singular love.  

 

In I Thess 1:9-10 Paul described the believers conversion this way: 

“You turned to God from idols to serve a living and true God, and 

to… Jesus, who delivers us from the wrath to come.” 

 

The good news of the gospel is that we can be delivered from the 

wrath of God by repenting of our idolatrous ways and turning to 

Jesus in faith and setting our whole trust, on Him as the exclusive 

love and treasure of our hearts.  

 

D. What is a proper response of faith to these commandments? 

 

Gal 3:24—“The Law is our tutor to lead us to Christ that we may be 

justified by faith.” 

 

The proper response of faith is to take Jesus as our treasure. This is 

how we love God with all of our heart: by embracing and treasuring 

Christ above all else.  

 

The proper response of faith is to elevate our faith and love toward 

God above all created things. Its a life a single-hearted worship that 

sees the value of Christ as surpassing all other earthly pleasures. We 

must believe that all other cisterns are broken and leaking. We must 

see God as absolutely sufficient to satisfy our deepest needs.  

 

When you love God with all your heart, the fundamental passion of 

your life will be to please and honor His Son above all, in all things.  


